
This is a frame from “Twenty Years of Creative Commons (in Sixty Seconds)” by Ryan Junell and Glenn Otis
Brown for Creative Commons licensed under CC BY 4.0. It includes adaptations of multiple open and public
domain works. View full licensing and attribution information about all works included in the video on Flickr.

The Licenses

https://www.flickr.com/photos/creativecommons/52543574218/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/creativecommons/52543574218/
http://www.junell.net/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gotisbrown/
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https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/creativecommons/52543574218/


Creative Commons licenses give everyone from individual creators to
large institutions a standardized way to grant the public permission to
use their creative work under copyright law. From the user’s perspective,
the presence of a Creative Commons license on a copyrighted work
answers the question: “What can I do with this work?”

Creative Commons licenses do not replace copyright. They are built to
work with it. The default of “all rights reserved” copyright means all
rights to copy and adapt a work are reserved by the copyright holder.
Creative Commons licenses adopt a “some rights reserved” approach,
enabling an author or creator to free up their works for reuse by the
public under certain conditions.

All Creative Commons licenses ensure that creators retain their
copyright and get credit for their work, while permitting others to copy
and distribute it.

About CC Licenses

"Flowery Drops ♫" by 'The Wanderer's Eye Photography' is licensed under CC
BY-NC-SA 2.0.

“Creative Commons: The Licenses” is licensed under CC BY 4.0.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/8997331@N04/6847603478
https://www.flickr.com/photos/8997331@N04
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=openverse
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=openverse
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


There are six different license types, listed from
most to least permissive here:

CC BY

This license enables reusers to distribute, remix,
adapt, and build upon the material in any medium
or format, so long as attribution is given to the
creator. This license allows for commercial use. CC
BY includes the following elements:

CC BY-SA

This license enables reusers to distribute, remix,
adapt, and build upon the material in any medium
or format, so long as attribution is given to the
creator. If you remix, adapt, or build upon the
material, you must license the modified material
under identical terms. This license allows for
commercial use. CC BY-SA includes the following
elements:

CC BY-NC

This license enables reusers to distribute, remix,
adapt, and build upon the material in any medium
or format for noncommercial purposes only, so long
as attribution is given to the creator. CC BY-NC
includes the following elements:

BY: Credit must be given to the creator.

BY: Credit must be given to the creator.

BY: Credit must be given to the creator.

The CC License Options

SA: Adaptations must be shared under the same
terms.

NC: Only noncommercial uses of the work are
permitted.

CC LICENSES AT A GLANCE



CC BY-NC-SA

This license enables reusers to distribute, remix,
adapt, and build upon the material in any medium
or format for noncommercial purposes only, so long
as attribution is given to the creator. If you remix,
adapt, or build upon the material, you must license
the modified material under identical terms. CC BY-
NC-SA includes the following elements:

CC BY-ND

This license enables reusers to copy and distribute
the material in any medium or format in unadapted
form only, so long as attribution is given to the
creator. The license allows for commercial use. CC
BY-ND includes the following elements:

CC BY-NC-ND

This license enables reusers to copy and distribute
the material in any medium or format in unadapted
form only, for noncommercial purposes only, so
long as attribution is given to the creator. CC BY-NC-
ND includes the following elements:

BY: Credit must be given to the creator.

BY: Credit must be given to the creator.

BY: Credit must be given to the creator.

SA: Adaptations must be shared under the same
terms.

NC: Only noncommercial uses of the work are
permitted.

NC: Only noncommercial uses of the work are
permitted.

ND: No derivatives or adaptations of the work are
permitted.

ND: No derivatives or adaptations of the work are
permitted.

CC LICENSES AT A GLANCE



"Brass knocker on a colorful door at the City Gods temple" by thaths is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0.

CC0: The Public Domain Dedication

CC0 (“CC Zero”) is a public domain dedication tool, which enables creators to give
up their copyright and put their work into the worldwide public domain. CC0
enables reusers to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon the material in any
medium or format, with no conditions.

Choosing a License
The six licenses and the public domain dedication tool give creators a range of
options. The best way to decide which CC legal tool is appropriate for you is to
think about why you want to share your work, and how you hope others will use
that work.

For help, try the CC license chooser at creativecommons.org/choose

https://www.flickr.com/photos/34816987@N00/3770828882
https://www.flickr.com/photos/34816987@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/?ref=openverse
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/


Before Licensing
Before you apply a CC license or CC0 to your work, there are some important
things to consider.

The CC licenses and CC0 are irrevocable.
Once you apply a CC license to your work, or dedicate your work to the public
domain, the public may continue to rely on that open license even if you stop
distributing / sharing the open work.

You must own or control copyright in the work before sharing.
Only the copyright holder, or someone with express permission from the copyright
holder, can apply a CC license or CC0 to a copyrighted work. Please note this also
applies to images (e.g. drawings, photos, graphs) within an openly licensed work. If
you’re using someone else’s images in your own creative work, your copyright and
your CC license only extends to your creative contributions; the underlying copyright
/ CC license conditions in the pre-existing images does not change.

How to apply a CC license or CC0 to your work
CC licensing your work is simple. All you have to do is choose the CC license that suits
your needs and then communicate this choice in a way that will be clear to people
who come across your work. As part of this communication, you should include the
title, author, source (URL) and license of the work . For more on “marking” your work
with a CC license, please see: 
wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Marking_your_work_with_a_ 
CC_license

"Color landscape with lake and mountains" by Iñaki MT is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.

https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Marking_your_work_with_a_%20%20CC_license
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Marking_your_work_with_a_%20%20CC_license
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Marking_your_work_with_a_%20%20CC_license
https://www.flickr.com/photos/28316403@N04/34403107383
https://www.flickr.com/photos/28316403@N04
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/?ref=openverse

