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Multilingualism in hybrid and 
distance learning



The oldest and leading membership 
association for Open, Flexible and 

Distance Learning, founded in 1938 

ICDE IN BRIEF

Working towards UN Sustainable 
Development Goal 4: Quality 
education for all

350+ members and partners 
worldwide

An NGO hosted & partly 
funded by Norway since 
1988

Consultative partnership with 
UNESCO since 1969

A Not-For-Profit relying on income from 
member fees, projects, services and 

initiatives 



A GLOBAL COMMUNITY
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Key 
challenges:

❖ Lack of 
understanding 

❖ Lack of awareness
❖ English dominance
❖ Cultural and legal 

contexts/diversity?



Multi-lingual ICDE OER projects 
2022-2024



International project partners



The Beauty of OER
Original course: 

LIDA103

French adaptation

French short course for 
educators

French short course for 
policy makers

Portuguese short course 
for educators

Portuguese short course for 
policy makers



Key Learnings
❖ Language and translation is only the beginning 
❖ Legal and cultural adaptation is the major part 
❖ Local ownership is key

Civil Law

Common Law

Customary Law

Religious Law

Common and Civil Law

Unknown



ICDE’S OER Activities

❖OER Francophone Working Group  

❖OER Portuguese-speaking Working Group 

❖OER Advocacy Committee 

❖ ENCORE+  

❖Network of Open Orgs

https://www.icde.org/projects-and-activities/francophone-oer-project/
https://www.icde.org/projects-and-activities/portuguese-oer-project/
https://www.icde.org/who-we-are/oer-advocacy-committee/
https://www.icde.org/projects-and-activities/encore/
https://www.networkofopenorgs.org/


Register for interest: www.icdeworldconference2025.com



JOIN OUR GLOBAL COMMUNITY

www.icde.org/become-a-member

http://www.icde.org/become-a-member/


THANK YOU

Torunn Gjelsvik
gjelsvik@icde.org
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